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“Love and Perseverance – Part 1”      Text – Romans 12:10-13       QA 55
 Reading – Matt 25:32-46

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
At a meeting during the week I heard the following story from a sister in Christ in another church.  Her first husband died some years ago and the man she has since remarried lost his first wife to suicide.  He had three teenaged children at the time and two of them now want absolutely nothing to do with God or church because of what happened to their mother.  But both this woman and her husband, rather than react with anger and doubt because of their loss clung to the Lord and committed themselves to serve Him with an even greater fervour.  But earlier this week, his third daughter came home and told her father and step-mother that she was a prostitute and had been so for many years.  And recently one of her ‘clients’ had assaulted her and she needed help in court.  And despite the resolve and faith of this sister in Christ, her sharing this story and the request for prayer came out in haltering words as the tears welled up and ran down her face.  
· And we have those among us and other loved ones who have suffered loss.  
· We have those facing loss.  We have those struggling with illness and injury.  
And then, in addition to those physical hurts, there are other hurts that are equally painful and sometimes even more so, of the emotional and spiritual kind.

· We have those who lament the sinful lifestyle and unbelief of their children or siblings.  

· We know the strain that an illness such as depression brings on sufferers, especially those who suffer severe depression and those who suffer with it often.

· And there are also what we might call ‘church hurts’ – the wounds that we can inflict on one another as members of the same congregation; wounds than can leave deep scars.
Well, these and other types of sorrows and sadnesses are in view in the text before us today.  At the very heart of our text is v12, “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  
· In general, because of the reality of sin, there will be sorrow and sadness and disappointment and hurt and persecution in this life.  That cannot be escaped.  
· But we see this also from the context of the passage before us today.  

· In vv4-8, Paul has called on the Lord’s people to use their spiritual gifts for the benefit of the body of Christ.  And it would be wonderful if Paul could stop there – believers, use your gifts!  But he does not.  You see, Paul knows the deceitfulness of sin.  He knows that believers can even use their gifts in an unspiritual and hurtful way.  
· And you know, he speaks about this same problem in 1 Cor. 12-13.  Clearly it was and is a common problem in the church of Christ.  
· There too he calls on believers to use their gifts to God’s honour and for the good of others.  
· But what is ch. 13 about?  Love.  In every way, let love govern even how you use your gifts.   
· Don’t use your gifts in an unloving way.  
· And here in Romans 12 it is the same.  In vv4-8, use your gifts.  But in v9, the very next thing he says is let “love be sincere.”  Let love govern even how you use your gifts.  

· It is as though Paul is saying, I know how sin will twist even this good command.  I know how perverse the sinful heart can be.  I know that some of you will wound with your gifts.  And I know the hurt it will cause.  So I cannot; I must not stop with ‘use your gifts.’  I will go on and say, Love first, love last, and love in the middle.  The greatest gift is love.  Let the use of your gifts be flavoured by love.
And so, as we have already noted, as the apostle continues to describe the Christian life, the first universal requirement of believers is love.

And we considered this last Sunday in terms of v9.  We saw that our love for others is to be sincere.  It is to be a love like God’s love for us in Jesus Christ.  And like Jesus, our love will exceedingly hate anything and everything that is evil and cling to or be glued to all that is good.
But now we want to consider vv10-13 moving from the outside in.  We want to consider vv10 and 13 as love’s X-RAY, and then v11 as love’s marathon, and lastly v12 as love’s toolbox.  
But in order to do justice to this passage, today we consider vv10 and 13 and love’s X-ray and we will return next Sunday to the last two points.
So today, just vv10 and 13 as love’s X-ray.
1. In vv4-5, we saw Paul describe the church as the body of Christ.  Well, in vv10 and 13 we have an X-ray of the body that reveals its health or otherwise.  
a. Love, you see, as one commentator describes it, is “the circulatory system of the body, which enables all members to function in a healthy, harmonious way.”  
i. And the circulatory system, boys and girls, is your heart, your blood vessels and the blood that is pumped around your body.  
A. Did you know that the average human heart weighs just 311 grams – just over half a pack of butter?  But it pumps blood all day long.  In fact, it pumps 7,600 litres of blood (3378 2.25L coke bottles) through 90,000km of blood vessels every day.  And the circumference of the world is 40,000km, so that is a little further than twice around the whole world, every day.  
ii. Well, Mr Van der Meulen broke his wrist two months ago.  And some of you have broken bones in arms or legs.  But does having a broken bone mean your whole body stops working and you die?  No.  It’s painful when it happens, but you soon recover.  And the rest of the body is not really affected.  In fact, even if you lose your leg or your arm or a kidney, for example, you can continue to live.  
iii. But what happens if there is a blockage somewhere in the circulatory system?  What happens if there is an infection somewhere in the circulatory system?  What happens if the heart stops pumping?  
A. The overall health of the body declines, slowly or quickly, doesn’t it.  Other parts of the body stop working because they depend on blood.  And eventually, the body stops working altogether and dies.  And this is because the circulatory system is vital for the proper functioning of the whole body.  
b. Well, sincere love is the circulatory system of the body of Christ.  
i. If you could take an X-ray of a congregation, and it revealed members who unlovingly refuse to use their gifts, or use their gifts in an unloving way, or from vv10 and 13, are not devoted to one another in brotherly love, and/or look down on others, and/or refuse to share with others who are in need, and/or do not practise hospitality, you can be sure that that body; that congregation, barring drastic spiritual surgery, will soon be dead.
ii. But the opposite is also true.  If the X-ray reveals members who use their gifts, lovingly, who are devoted to one another in brotherly love, who honour one another above themselves, who share with those in need and who practise hospitality, you can be sure that this is a healthy body; a healthy congregation!
2. So with the remainder of our time today, we are simply going to consider the four demonstrations of love in vv10 and 13.
a. First, “be devoted to one another in brotherly love.”
i. And the key word here is that word ‘brotherly.’  It suggests family.

ii. And this comes as no surprise as we think about the God of the Bible.  How are we to address God in our prayers?  Father.  And He is Father to those who believe in His Son, Jesus Christ.  And if God is our Father, Jesus is our brother.  So family is at the very heart of who God is and our salvation.  
iii. But think also of the structure of human society here on earth.  We are not born into a random collection of human beings or to a city or a school.  We are born into a family.  

iv. God’s ordinary design for reproduction is a father and a mother and siblings – family.  
A. We begin our physical life in a family.  
1) And usually we have a fierce love for those of our family that is stronger than and comes before the love we have of others.  (Measuring ears)
2) And in its place, that familial love is a good thing of God’s design.  
B. Well, we begin our spiritual life in a family also.  
1) We believe that Jesus is the Son of God and we come to know God as our Father.  And we become part of the church – God’s family.   

2) And we should have a fierce love for those of our spiritual family.  
a) Galatians 6:10 says, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”
C. And just in case we eagerly say in our hearts, Yep, no problem with that, what is in view in these verses is a local congregation.  
1) The whole thrust of this passage is not some shapeless and anonymous group of brothers and sisters around the world that are easy to love, but a particular group of Christians who are not always easy to love.  
a) And we learn something about this from our earthly families also, don’t we boys and girls.  Is it easier to be kind to your friend and their brothers and sisters or to your own brothers and sisters?  
b) But this is the family we have been placed in and are called to love.
v. Now, when my family went to live in the States for three years, we learned something about the nature of brotherly love.  
A. You see, back home in NZ, we had parents and grandparents and cousins and their families and B&S and their children.  So there were often birthdays and anniversaries and gatherings for one reason or another.  
B. But in the States, we had no family.  So for fellowship, we would often invite this couple or that person over for coffee or a meal.  But often, our invitation would be politely declined because that person always went to Grandma’s house on Sunday or had a birthday party at Uncle Fred’s house, etc.  
C. The idea that you might politely decline your Uncle Fred or even Grandma, sometimes, in order to host someone from church or to visit them was just unthinkable.  
D. And this is not to say ignore your blood family.  But if you think about how much time you spend with blood family, you might see that there is not much time left over to be devoted to the family of God in brotherly love.  
E. And in connection with this, think about the Lord Jesus Christ who was busy at the temple as a 12 year old boy, with His Father’s work, when His family was madly searching for Him everywhere, or the Lord Jesus who when told that His mother and brothers were waiting for Him outside, pointed to His disciples and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers.  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
vi. Can it be said of you that you are devoted to these people in brotherly love?  Are these here your spiritual family who you love, fiercely?
b. But secondly, “honour one another above yourselves.”
i. The good news is that there is growing interest in the trinity in the church of today.  The bad news is that the trinity in view is not Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but me, myself and I!

ii. There are too many examples of those who are busy not thinking about other Christians and appreciating what they are doing, but busy, instead, thinking about themselves and how they have been overlooked and underappreciated, and about how their needs are not being met.  
A. They might read about some kind deed in the bulletin and be resentful that it did not happen to them.

B. They might be jealous of other’s blessings or abilities.  

C. They might be upset with how something is done and so stop giving or contributing or participating.

1) And ministries have been weakened as a result, churches have been split, or valuable opportunities for the gospel have been missed because of resentment and strife.

D. James Montgomery Boice said, “True love gets to the front of the line not to receive its own honours, but to show honour and respect for other people.”

E. And again, is Jesus not the perfect and supreme example of this?  He enjoyed the position of highest honour in heaven, but He gave that up, Phil 2 tells us, and “made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant … He humbled Himself and became obedient to death – even to death on a cross!”
1) Can it be said of you that you honour others above yourself?

c. Well next we move down to the two demonstrations of love in v13.  But having said that, what appear to be two things here in our English versions is actually one thing.  Literally, this verse reads, “to the needs of the saints, sharing, practising hospitality.”   

i. You see, the danger for us here is that we read this verse and think we have to put some money in the offering bag – tick – and invite people around for lunch every now and then – tick!  v13 Done.
ii. But much more is in view here.  What this verse is about is loving other believers in creative and practical and sacrificial ways.  

iii. I mentioned recently the third most important book that every believer should own and use – The first is?  The Bible.  The second is?  The hymn book.  And the third is?  The church directory.

A. So as I sit there with my church directory, I consider the needs of my brothers and sisters.  What are their life circumstances?  How can I love them?  How can I walk in their shoes?  How can I meet their needs?
1) Take, for example, a young family –  Probably busy/tired/short of money for anything extra/maybe they have a car they cannot afford to upgrade/maybe there is little time for weeding the garden or painting the porch…  
a) So, could I offer to babysit perhaps?  So Mum and dad can have some time together?  Can I put a meal together and drop it around?  Could I send them some money, anonymously?  Can a few of us offer to do some maintenance/painting?  

b) How can I creatively, practically, and sacrificially love this young family?
2) Now, this is not the place to run through every individual circumstance of the members that make up our congregation and come up with a list of the best 5 ways to help each one of them.  

3) This is the place to think about Jesus who at least two times, while He was preaching to a vast crowd, stopped because He understood that they were hungry and He provided them with food.   He shared with those in need, practising hospitality.  

4) So as we look to Jesus and what He did and what He has done for us, the challenge for each of us is how can I be creative in meeting the needs of the members of my church family?  Even though I may not know them well, how can I love them in tangible, useful ways?

iv. Hebrews 10:24 says, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
A. I will not be able to think of all the ways that this person or that couple or this elderly member can be cared for.  And I will not always be able to be the one who actually provides the help.  
B. So that is why we have deacons.  
1) And while they do some diaconal ministry themselves, a chief part of their calling is to encourage us and train us in diaconal ministry.  So we welcome their training and we gladly respond when they call on us to share and practice hospitality.
C. And that is why we take up an offering.  So that the deacons have money that they can use to help those who find themselves in need.  
1) But we are not restricted to the offering bag.  That is not the only way we can use our money to share with those in need.  
a) We could buy good books for those who may not be able to afford them at present.
b) We could offer to pay the conference fees for the men or women’s Christian convention for someone who may find it hard to pay themselves.
c) We could pay for a load of firewood to be delivered to this needy person.
d) Again, how can I creatively, practically, and sacrificially love my bro/sis?
D. And that is also why we have recently changed the name of our districts to fellowship groups.  We want those ‘area groups’ to spur one another on to love and good deeds by way of first priority.  
E. But of course, we are never restricted to waiting for deacons or our fellowship groups.  When we are with other believers, we are to “spur one another on to love and good deeds.”
1) Who is lonely?  Who is grieving?  Who is disabled or injured?  Who is sick?  Who is house bound?  Who is jobless?  Who is down-hearted?  Who is new in the church?
a) A couple of days after we arrived in the States, an elderly sister picked up Mrs Holtslag and showed her where the library was and the grocery store and the chemist.  What a wonderfully creative act of hospitality!
v. Well, in connection with this matter of hospitality, one testimony and two practical suggestions before we draw to a close: 
A. Just recently, I heard from a family in the congregation who had made a deliberate change in the area of Sundays and having people over.  For some time, they had viewed Sundays as precious family time and catch up on rest time.  But precisely because the work week is often busy, they were now deliberately using Sundays as time to invite people around for food and fellowship.  And do you know what they have found?  They find themselves feeling more refreshed as a result of that fellowship than when it was quiet and they slept!  
1) And this is exactly the type of thing that Isaiah 58 speaks about in connection with the Lord’s Day, “If you keep your feet from … doing as you please on my holy day … and not going your own way … then you will find joy in the Lord.”  
2) And this is not to say that the occasional no-visitors today or a Sunday afternoon sleep is wrong and out of the question.  But this is brotherly love at work. 
B. And now the two observations that come from things others have taught me over the years:

1) First - if an opportunity to have some one over presents itself and your house is not spotless or you do not have a roast in the oven but only bread and cheese, invite them anyway.  
a) Your bro and sis are more interested in your company and laughing with you and crying with you and learning more about your life and work or study and walk with the Lord and sharing with you about theirs, than they are in fine cuisine and a perfectly tidy lounge.   
b) And unbelievers will appreciate your company and discussion with bread and cheese more than they will being left uninvited!  
2) And secondly, if your living circumstances make it hard for you to have people over, because you are a boarder or in a flat or student accommodation, for example, come to church with a loaf of bread and a bottle of juice and ask someone if you could spend the day with them.  For this too is just another way in which we can spur one another on to love and good deeds.
Well, it may be that you are wondering how much importance we should give to this whole business.  Is this amount of time and detail on this area really justified?  Well, remember the words of Jesus that we read earlier in the service:
· Having separated some to the right and some to the left, He welcomed those to His right why?  Because they fed Him and gave Him something to drink and invited Him in and clothed Him and looked after Him and visited Him.  And those on His right will say when did we do these things for you?  And "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”
Brotherly love is of the utmost importance to Jesus!  
· And 1 John 4:20 says, “Anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.”
If there was ever an expert on boilers among us, it was of course, our dear brother, Kelly.  Well, he would have told us that if you want to know how much water there is in a boiler, it is impossible to look into the boiler itself to see this.  So what do boiler makers do?  They put a glass gauge on the side of the boiler.  And the water level in the gauge tells you how much water is in the boiler; when the tube is half full, the boiler is half full; if empty, so is the boiler.  So how do you know you love God?  You believe you love Him, but you want to know.  Well, look at the gauge.  Your love for your brother is the measure of your love for God.
· But Jesus also said in John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

So when we grow in our devoted and brotherly love for one another, we are imitating the Lord Jesus Christ, we are obeying the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are also making the Lord Jesus Christ attractive to non-believers.  

Around a.d. 180, the unbelieving Greek writer, Lucian, had this to say about Christians, “It is incredible to see the fervour with which the people of that religion help each other in their wants.  They spare nothing.  Their first legislator [Jesus] has put it into their heads that they are brethren.”

Well, may others see this and say this of us.  May our neighbours and workmates know that we are disciples of Jesus because we love one another.  Amen.

